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Rio Group Meeting Helps Unify Latin American Countries
In Defense Of Free Trade With The U.S., Europe, &amp;
Japan
by Erika Harding
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Published: Thursday, April 15, 1993
On April 5-6, foreign ministers representing the 12 members of the "Rio Group" met in Bolivia
to discuss regional economic and political issues. Among the conference's conclusions is a stated
commitment by participants to unify diplomatic efforts to roll back "protectionism" among the
advanced industrialized countries. The Rio Group originally formed in 1988 includes Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, Paraguay, Uruguay, Venezuela, and one
representative each from Central America and the Caribbean. The Group holds two annual
meetings a presidential summit and a conference of foreign ministers to discuss region-wide
political and economic affairs. At the last presidential summit in December 1992, the Group agreed
to work together within the framework of the US's proposed Enterprise for the America's Initiative
(EAI) to construct a vast free trade zone in the western hemisphere. In fact, at the next presidential
summit scheduled for October 1993, the central economic agenda item is to "harmonize" regional
economic integration processes through closer coordination among the different multilateral trade
blocs now forming throughout the Americas. At the latest foreign ministers' conference, participants
specifically discussed growing protectionism among the advanced industrialized countries, as well
as the obstacles now stalling negotiations in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
(For details on the conference's political conclusions see NotiSur - South American & Caribbean
Political Affairs, 04/13/93.) Regarding the US, the ministers called on President Bill Clinton to respect
the principles of free trade and uphold former president George Bush's commitment to the EAI. The
conference delegations, however, focused most of their attention on growing trade problems with
the European Economic Community (EEC). In fact, harsh criticism abounded over EEC protectionist
measures against Latin American banana and apple imports, and over European resistance to
sincerely negotiate the reduction of farming and industrial subsidies in the Uruguay Round. "There
must be an end to double standards, whereby other nations demand often with good reason that
our countries open our economies, while at the same time those same nations close off access to
their markets," said Enrique Silva Cimma Chile's Foreign Minister and acting secretary for the Rio
Group in a direct reference to the EEC. "We must insist on an end to the practice of governmentadministered trade. We must demand much greater liberalization measures that will permit more
access for our goods and services on the principal world markets." All members of the Rio Group
will meet with EEC Foreign Ministers in a special conference April 23-24 in Copenhagen, Denmark,
to discuss political and economic cooperation between both regions. At the Rio ministers' meeting,
the participants agreed to act as a "firm and determined regional bloc" in defense of Latin American
trade interests when meeting with their European counterparts. According to some diplomatic
sources present at the conference, the Rio Group ministers drew up a "joint declaration" to be
presented to the EEC. Although the declaration has not yet been made public, these sources say it
will explicitly condemn Europe's protectionist measures and demand sincere negotiations by the
EEC in the Uruguay Round. The Rio Group ministers also agreed to send a tripartite delegation to
include the foreign ministers of Argentina, Brazil, and Chile to Japan on May 26. The delegation
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will appeal for closer economic cooperation and trade with Japan, specifically requesting that Japan
act as a bridge between Latin America and Asian Pacific countries. (Sources: Spanish news service
EFE, 04/04/93, 04/06/93; Notimex, 04/07/93; Trade News Bulletin, 04/09/93; Agence France-Presse,
03/25/93, 04/04/93, 04/06/93, 04/12/93, 04/13/93)
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